Ronald R. Smith

February 26, 1932 - March 17, 2021

Ronald passed away suddenly on March 17, 2021. He was 89 years old.

Ronald Randolph Smith was born on February 26, 1932 to parents Charles
and Ruth Smith and he had 2 brothers Stan and Roger. Ron was a lifelong
Columbus native, but enjoyed visiting other places and meeting new people.
Ronald served in the Navy as part of a fire crew and loved being on the ocean
and the time he spent on his ship. While in the Navy, wherever Ron was
stationed around the world, he immersed himself into the local culture. Ron
formed and maintained friendships with the people he met during his tour of
duty. After an honorable discharged from the Navy, Ron returned to Columbus
where he met and fell in love with his beautiful future wife Faye and they
remained married for 64 years. Ron and Faye started a family. He enjoyed
staying in shape and was an avid runner, but he also enjoyed tennis, golf, and
a good game of horseshoes. Ron loved spending time at the Battelle Darby
Creek Metro Park, where he ran and hiked the trails. He was known by all of
the rangers and the wildlife as well. He met a squirrel that he named Pete who
greeted him every day. Pete eagerly waited for nuts that Ron kept in his
pockets just for him, and Pete would run around his car searching for treats.
Ron was an avid bird watcher and spent many hours watching them at the
park and on his feeders at home. Ron retired from the International Harvester
plant in Springfield, Ohio and was highly respected for his work ethic. Ron had
a knack for putting people at ease and made friends everywhere he went. He



was on a first name basis with the people that worked at the establishments
he frequented. Ron had a saying; Actions speak louder than words. It was
something he lived by. He never missed an opportunity to help someone in
need. Many times he put his own needs last in order to help someone who
needed a helping hand or just an encouraging word. He was a man of
character and lived his life with the highest level of ethics, morals, and respect
for others.

After retirement, Ron spent more time at the park and was involved with his
now growing family of grandchildren and eventually great grandchildren. He
deeply loved his wife and family and was a role model to all that knew him. He
was a great man and will be truly missed by those of us that knew and loved
him. Ronald is survived by his loving wife of 64 years Glenna Faye

Smith, his sister in-law Ruth Roark, many nieces and nephews. He is also
survived by his four children and their spouses, Kim Grim (Art Chan), Rhonda
Dill, Kathy Condon (Jay), Mark Smith (Debra Dencer). He is also survived by
his grandchildren Rian Grim (Rachael), Aaron Grim, Chelsea Grim (Adam
Green), Chloe Chan, Jeremy Dill, Joshua Dill, Nicholas Condon, and great
grand-children Silas & Ezra Grim. Ron was proceeded in death by his parents
Charles & Ruth Smith, brothers Stanly & Roger Smith.

A celebration of Ron’s wonderful life will be held at Battelle Darby Creek Park
1775 Darby Creek Drive, Galloway, Ohio 43119. It will be held in the Locust
Shelter House at 3:00 pm on Saturday, April 3, 2021. Light refreshments will
be served and remember to follow Covid protocols. Come and celebrate this
wonderful life with his family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to:

The National Audubon Society or the Metro Parks of Ohio






Previous Events

Celebration of Life Gathering

APR 3. 3:00 PM (ET)

Battelle Darby Creek Park
1775 Darby Creek Drive
Galloway, OH 43119



Tribute Wall

Ronald R. Smith

January 28, 2023 at 10:24 AM

From Boyd Pinkerton and family purchased the B
eautiful in Blue for the family of Ronald R. Smith.

From Boyd Pinkerton and family - April 02, 2021 at 08:45 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ronald R. Smith.

April 01, 2021 at 10:42 AM
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Aaron Grim - March 31, 2021 at 10:51 PM



https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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| was part of the "Amity Road kids" that grew up alongside the Smith
family. While my interaction with Mr. Smith, as | knew him, was not
often, my memory of him was a humble man with an intent and
devoted focus on his loving family. As | think back, it reminds me of
a little known and anonymous quote: "Some of the most kind and
thoughtful kids | know were raised by parents that did not have to
make their children into wonderful people; they took the time to
remind them that they ARE wonderful people.”

His daughter, Rhonda, was a fitness fanatic, always impressing the
importance of physical fitness and staying active. Certainly a trait
that she inherited from her father.

His daughter, Kathy, influenced my love of music by introducing me
to the progressive and unique music of the rock band, Queen.

Hls son and daughter, Mark and Kim, who | spent endless hours
riding bicycles together exploring country roads, playing backyard
softball and football, and ending most evenings with a neighborhood
game of hide-n-seek.

And lastly, to his wife, Mrs. Smith, as | knew her, thank you for
sharing the famous Smith family recipe for lasagna. | still have your
original notes and follow it to the letter even to this day.

Living alongside the Smith family was a joyous childhood
experience and one that | will always cherish. The passing of the
family patriarch on earth opens up yet another door to heaven. Rest
easy Mr. Smith as you and your family left an indelible mark on
everyone they touched. It was an honor to know you.

Gregg Mayberry

Gregg Mayberry - March 21, 2021 at 01:29 PM



