Ethel Parker Wildman Gast (nee
Wildman)

November 11, 1929 - January 16, 2020

Ethel Parker Wildman Gast, a long-time resident of Lebanon, Ohio and a former resident
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Hamilton, Ohio passed away in Powell, Ohio on January 16, 2020
at the age of 90 years.

Ethel was born on November 11, 1929 in Hamilton, Ohio to Alexander James Wildman
and Julia Parker Wildman. She was raised in Hamilton and graduated from Hamilton High
School in 1947 and from Miami University in 1951 with a degree in English Literature. At
Miami she was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority.

On June 16, 1951 Ethel married her high school classmate and the love of her life, Park
Walter Gast, Jr. Park joined the Air Force and they were stationed several places before
returning to Cincinnati, Ohio. Their 3 daughters were born between 1955 and 1959. The
Gasts moved to Lebanon, Ohio in 1971 and established Redwing Farm. Ethel’s life work
was as a devoted wife, mother, homemaker, and community volunteer.

In Cincinnati, Ethel led her daughters’ Camp Fire Girl groups and taught Sunday school.
She volunteered weekly as an office worker for the International Visitors’ Center, and also
offered her family as a host family. Ethel also loved animals, and probably her most
impactful role outside of the family was co-founding the Warren County Humane
Association.

Ethel loved to read, a love she passed on to all of her daughters, and in Lebanon she
joined both the Women'’s Literary Society and also a more informal Book Club where she
made a number of compatible friends. She was also a long time member of the Seed and
Weed Garden Club, part of the Lebanon Council of Garden Clubs. Particularly during her
empty nest years, Ethel was active in women’s groups and the prayer ministry at Lebanon
Presbyterian Church. She served as a Deacon at LPC and volunteered with Park for
Interfaith Hospitality Network during its founding years.

Ethel will be sadly missed by her husband of 68 years, Park W. Gast, her daughters



Margaret (Daniel) Cunningham, Jane (Dale Martin) Gast, and Carolyn (Michael) Neeley,
and her grandchildren Marvin (Jessamyn Myers) Cunningham, Emily (Brett) Nichols, Scott
(Ashley) Neeley, Trisha (Randy) Jackson, and Christina Martin. She also leaves nine great
grandchildren, a cousin Jean (Chuck) Mears, two sisters-in-law Susan Wildman and
Virginia (Phillip) Hasluck, several nieces and nephews, and many friends. She was
predeceased by her parents Alexander James Wildman and Julia Parker Wildman, and
her brother Alexander James Wildman II.

A memorial service will be held at Lebanon Presbyterian Church on Saturday, February 8.
Visitation will begin at 10 AM, the memorial service will be at 11 AM, and a lunch reception
will follow. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to Warren County
Humane Association, or the charity of the donor’s choice.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

FEB 8. 10:00 AM (ET)

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
123 North East Street
Lebanon, OH 45036

Lunch Reception to follow the Memorial Service

FEB 8 (ET)

Lebanon Presbyterian Church
123 North East Street
Lebanon, OH 45036



Tribute Wall

Ethel Parker Wildman Gast (nee Wildman)

January 28, 2023 at 10:24 AM

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Ethel Parker
Wildman Gast (nee Wildman).

February 06, 2020 at 09:03 PM

Our condolences, Marge and family at the loss of your Mother. Many prayers and
hugs.

David and Carol Donovan
Carol Donovan - February 05, 2020 at 10:05 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ethel
Parker Wildman Gast (nee Wildman).

February 05, 2020 at 03:57 PM

We enjoyed many years with Park and Ethel thru our partnership with them in the
cabin they and their daughters so lovingly constructed. We always felt it was a
partnership akin to a wonderful “marriage.” Marvelous couple, Park and Ethel.
Ethel’s lovely, kind and gracious persona is forever etched in the memories of all
who knew her. God be with you, dear Ethel, ‘til we meet again. With love from
Frank and Barbara Livingston

Barbara Livingston - February 04, 2020 at 01:56 PM


https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

So sad to hear of the passing of your Mother, she was always kind and a joy to be
with. Larry and | always looked forward to spending time with her and your Father
when we came back to Ohio. And | was thrilled when she enjoyed special
chocolate desserts | made for her after we had been out for dinner.

Jane, | appreciate you taking the time to let me know and | know too well how
hard it is to face the loss.

May all your memories keep you all strong. Judy Walters

Judy Walters - January 29, 2020 at 09:30 PM

To the family of Ethel Parker Wildman Gast,
This to acknowledge our profound condolences in the loss of precious Ethel!
"What we have once loved and enjoyed we will never lose, for all that we love

deeply becomes a part of us."” --Helen Keller

May you find comfort in the numerous ways you walked with, loved, and cared for
Ethel in the joys and challenges of life.

Our love,
Mel Thomas & Geneva Rufenacht

Melvin Thomas & Geneva Rufenacht - January 23, 2020 at 09:00 PM



