
Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley
January 8, 1955 - March 30, 2024

The morning of March 30, 2024, Waffle House lost a loyal customer, Elizabeth
(Betsy) Ann (Hood) Kelley and heaven gained another angel. You see Betsy
received a call, an offer really, that one can’t refuse, for an appointment that
she will not be returning from. The new position comes with a fantastic signing
bonus, the offer of perfect weather, no more pain and issues from cancer, lots
of time to relax and read, and the promise of reunions with family, friends, and
her beloved St. Bernard and Fox Terrier, all of whom she greatly missed
especially the St. Bernard. 

 

Betsy is survived by her husband of 49 years, Rick Kelley, and a whole bunch
of other family members including her favorite and, well, only child, Jeremy,
and his wife, Katelyn, and their daughter, Avery. Betsy is also survived by her
brother, Travis, and their sister, Shirley, and their respective families. Shirley
was at Betsy’s side to the very end and for that we are all thankful. 

 

Betsy grew up in Fern Creek, KY where she unfortunately learned how to talk.
Her southern accent was on point and the family from “up north” never missed
an opportunity to tease her about it. Betsy was a cheerleader, a track star, a
great student, and someone her classmates agreed would move on to even
bigger and better things which is why they were all shocked that she started
dating Rick. Betsy’s dad, Leonard, had a particular dislike of Rick especially
after he left a trail of grease across their new family room carpet the first day



Betsy brought him home to meet her parents. Good news about that is things
could only get better from that point and boy did they. Betsy and Rick fell in
love and maintained that love throughout an almost 50-year marriage. Even
Leonard, Betsy’s dad, eventually came around after Rick cleaned the carpet
and started taking his shoes off every time he stopped by to visit Betsy. 

 

Betsy started her career as a secretary (that’s what they were called back
then) without a college degree. She worked hard, paid attention and gained
lots of experience, mastered shorthand, and finally decided that being a
secretary wasn’t for her. So, she went to night school (Franklin University)
while working full time all the while raising two boys…her son and her
husband. Betsy finally graduated with a degree in Human Resource
Management and managed to have a meteoric rise through several large
banking-type corporations finally retiring as a Vice President or “bigwig” as
she was called in the biz. Shortly after retiring Betsy realized quickly that she
wasn’t quite ready to be retired, so she went back to work for an additional 7
years for another large corporation. This time at a large insurance company
but still in Human Resources. Betsy finally retired in 2017 and spent her
remaining years helping Rick and Jeremy manage their somewhat large
construction company all the while probably plotting a hostile takeover,
traveling the United States in their RV, being a big part of her granddaughter’s
life, and never missing a single family event. In fact, Betsy took on the difficult
and sometimes frustrating task of being the ballast for our otherwise unstable
family. 

An obituary for Betsy would not be complete without mentioning two of her
almost lifelong friends, Barb Davis (husband Don) and Glenda Wagner
(husband Gary). On paper Betsy and Barb were the odd couple but somehow
their friendship worked mostly because they both had the same stride and
running pace. Betsy and Barb ran multiple marathons together over their 40-
ish year friendship and ended up being unbelievably close. Betsy and Glenda



were close friends for roughly 63 years and Glenda was there for pretty much
every big event in Betsy’s life including traveling to the New York City
marathon with Betsy’s sister, Shirley, to cheer her on. Shirley and Glenda
played a big role in Betsy finishing the race and she drew so much strength
from them both not only in New York but generally in life. 

 

Speaking of running, Betsy was a lifelong runner even when she wasn’t being
chased by something scary and generally was a great lover of exercising.
Betsy ran in countless marathons (we’re guessing over 15) including the New
York City marathon, countless biathlons (she really hated swimming), and
generally could always be found doing something daily to keep her in tip top
shape and therefore making the rest of us feel bad about our life choices. 

 

Visitation will be held at Rutherford Funeral Home at Powell in Powell, OH on
Wednesday April 3, 2024 from 4-8 PM. Her service will be a graveside affair at
Chenoweth Run Cemetery (6620 Calm River Way) in Louisville, KY on
Thursday April 4, 2024 at 1 PM. The graveside service will be led by Pastor
Chris Atwood of Liberty Presbyterian Church of Delaware Ohio. A celebration
of life will occur later (likely in May) also at Liberty Presbyterian Church.
Anyone wearing black will not be admitted to the visitation, graveside service,
or the celebration of life (joking, just joking) as Betsy is not gone but very
much alive in all our hearts. 

 

Any gifts should be made in her honor either to Upper Arlington Crew (www.u
acrew.org), to Nationwide Children’s Hospital (https://www.nationwidechildren
s.org/giving), or to Liberty Presbyterian Church (www.libertybarnchurch.com).



Cemetery Details

Chenoweth Run Cemetery

6620 Calm River Way
Louisville, KY 40299

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 3. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Rutherford Funeral Home at Powell
450 West Olentangy Street
Powell, OH 43065
(614) 792-1471
info@rutherfordfuneralhome.com
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/
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Rebecca, Bob, and Vanda Henderson - April 03, 2024 at 12:43
PM

Rebecca, Bob, and Vanda Henderson purchased
the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Elizabeth
Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

From High Point Cabinets - April 03, 2024 at 09:48 AM

From High Point Cabinets purchased the Heaven
ly and Harmony for the family of Elizabeth Ann
"Betsy" Kelley.

Jamie Leigh - April 02, 2024 at 10:23 PM

Jamie Leigh purchased the Beautiful in Blue for
the family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Jamie Leigh - April 02, 2024 at 10:23 PM

Jamie Leigh planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Elizabeth Ann
"Betsy" Kelley.

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4137&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4137&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4137&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 02, 2024 at 08:37 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

ed and diane franz - April 02, 2024 at 06:03 PM

We will always remember the great, fun times we had together at
the horse shows with our kids. Betsy was always smiling, joking and
very uplifting. Our prayers are with you Rick, Jeremy, Avery and all
the family. Betsy is still watching over you all.

God Bless, Diane and Ed, Amy & Casey - April 02, 2024 at
05:42 PM

God Bless, Diane and Ed, Amy & Casey
purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the
family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Adrian College Athletics & Rowing Team - April 02, 2024 at
04:33 PM

Adrian College Athletics & Rowing Team
purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the
family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Brent Kreager - April 02, 2024 at 02:53 PM

Rick, Jeremy, Avery and family. I worked with Betsy for several
years and she spoken often about the construction business and
watching Avery row. She was a best friend at work, and she will be
missed by many. Heaven gained an angel; my prayers and thoughts
are with the family. Brent Kreager

Bonnie and Sherry - April 02, 2024 at 02:51 PM

Bonnie and Sherry planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Elizabeth Ann
"Betsy" Kelley.

Bonnie and Sherry - April 02, 2024 at 02:51 PM

Bonnie and Sherry purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Barb Scott - April 02, 2024 at 02:37 PM

So sorry to hear of your loss. I worked with Betsy at JPMC. I
enjoyed working with her. 
Barb Scott

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kelley & Kathrine Smith - April 02, 2024 at 02:24 PM

Kelley & Kathrine Smith purchased the Beautiful i
n Blue for the family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy"
Kelley.

Love, Bob and Cindy Olmstead - April 02, 2024 at 12:03 PM

Love, Bob and Cindy Olmstead planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Love, Bob and Cindy Olmstead - April 02, 2024 at 12:03 PM

Love, Bob and Cindy Olmstead purchased the Ar
rive in Style for the family of Elizabeth Ann
"Betsy" Kelley.

cynthia olmstea - April 02, 2024 at 12:00 PM

It is with great sadness we say so long to Betsy - a truly kind and
generous soul. Bob and Cindy Olmstead

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Patty, Sarah and KC - April 02, 2024 at 10:22 AM

Patty, Sarah and KC purchased the Be My Love
Bouquet with Red Roses for the family of
Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Susan Bush - April 01, 2024 at 09:03 PM

So sorry to hear the news about Betsy. Wishing you comfort and
peace, and holding all of you in my heart. I know Gary will be one of
the first to welcome her. ~ Susan

Debbie (Hawkins) Krampe - April 01, 2024 at 06:45 PM

Debbie (Hawkins) Krampe planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Elizabeth Ann
"Betsy" Kelley.

Debbie (Hawkins) Krampe - April 01, 2024 at 06:45 PM

Debbie (Hawkins) Krampe purchased the Arrive i
n Style for the family of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy"
Kelley.

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jim Witt Jr. and all of our family - April 01, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Jim Witt Jr. and all of our family purchased the Si
mply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Jim Witt Jr. and all of our family - April 01, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Jim Witt Jr. and all of our family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Elizabeth Ann "Betsy" Kelley.

Shaia Davis Malcomson - April 01, 2024 at 04:31 PM

Sending so much love to those who are grieving. Betsy will forever
be RUNNING through my heart.

https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.rutherfordfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

